[An NMDA glutamate receptor subtype].
Glutamate is the main excitatory synaptic transmitter between neurones in the central nervous system. The excitatory effect of glutamate is due to activation of two distinct types of receptor ion channels-AMPA/kainate and NMDA type. This article reviews recent discoveries concerning molecular structure of NMDA receptor channels, its pharmacology and biophysics including excitatory postsynaptic currents mediated by activation of this subtype of glutamate receptor.